
‘ULAMAA’ & UMARAA’: 

PILLARS FOR THE 

WELLBEING OF THE 

MUSLIM UMMAH
(IN CONJUNCTION WITH THE SULTAN 

OF SELANGOR’S 69TH ANNIVERSARY)



On this blessed occasion, I 

remind myself and fellow 

audience, to strive to increase 

our imaan and taqwa of Allah 

Subhaanahu Wata‘aala, in its 

true



meaning, which is by fulfilling 

all of His Commands and 

avoiding all of His prohibitions, 

with full cognizance, patience, 

and sincerity for the sake of 

Allah Subhaanahu Wata‘aala. 

May we all attain great rewards 

in the Hereafter.



This week, we will 

commemorate the 69th

anniversary of the Sultan of 

Selangor, Sultan Sharafuddin

Idris Shah al-Haj ibni al-

Marhum Sultan Salahuddin

‘Abdul Aziz Shah al-Haj.



Hence, today’s khutbah is 

entitled: “„Ulamaa‟ & 

Umaraa‟: Pillars For The 

Wellbeing Of The Muslim 

Ummah.”



Allah Subhaanahu Wata‘aala

mentions in al-Qur’an:

“O you who have believed, 

obey Allah and obey the 

Messenger and those in 

authority among you…”
(an-Nisaa’ 4:59)



This verse mentions the three 

entities that we are obligated to 

obey:

First: The obligation to obey 

Allah Subhaanahu Wata‘aala.

Second: The obligation to obey 

Rasulullah .(ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)



These two obligations are 

absolute and undisputable. The 

entire Muslim ummah are 

obligated to submit in totality 

upholding the commands of 

Allah and His Messenger.



The third obligation is to obey 

Ulil Amri in matters that are 

pleasing to Allah, not in those 

that are forbidden. The question 

arises, who is Ulil Amri? What 

is our obligation towards Ulil

Amri? 



The jumhoor (majority) of 

‘ulamaa’ (Muslim scholars) 

have opined that Ulil Amri

refers to the rulers, whether they 

are called as khaleefah, 

President, King, or Sultan.



Professor Dr. Wahbah az-

Zuhaili, a well-known Muslim 

scholar, has mentioned that Ulil

Amri actually consists of the 

combination of both ‘ulamaa’

(Muslim scholars)



and umaraa’ (Muslim rulers). 

Hence, it is obligated upon the 

general public to obey the ruler, 

which is the Sultan, in matters 

regarding the military,



state administration, and those 

relating to Islamic rulings, 

especially in matters that require 

ijtihaad.



History has shown that earlier 

generations had recognized 

‘ulamaa’ (Muslim scholars) as 

intellectuals. They were deemed 

as such due to their diligence in 

equipping



themselves, fulfilling their role 

and expectation, discharging the 

trust and performing their 

duties.

‘Ulamaa’ is recognized as 

experts in the Islamic sciences, 

in addition to being



wara’ (pious), zuhd (ascetic), 

having taqwa, fully abiding by 

Islamic teachings, and having 

istiqaamah in ‘ibaadah. 

‘Ulamaa’ are those that are 

endowed with the trust in 

upholding the



Sharee‘ah, the responsibility in 

promoting good and preventing 

evil.

Abu ad-Dardaa’

radiyAllaahu‘anh said: I heard 

Rasulullah :said (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)



“…Indeed the scholars are the 

heirs of the Prophets…”

(at-Tirmidhi: saheeh)



On the other hand, umaraa’ is 

defined as the leader or the 

ruling group. They would have 

various backgrounds of studies, 

expertise, experience, and skills. 

The umaara’ would possess the



authority to govern various 

resources that are within their 

responsibilities and amaanah. 

Therefore, the umaraa’ must 

have taqwa, justice, and 

intelligence. The umaraa’ are in 

a position



where they can influence the 

minds and lifestyle of the 

people, and also determining the 

direction of the society.

Obedience towards the umaraa’ 

is waajib for as long as they are 

just and



trustworthy in their actions, and 

not coercing the people to 

commit disobedience to Allah

Subhaanahu Wata‘aala and 

Rasulullah .(ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)



‘Abdullah ibn ‘Umar

radiyAllaahu‘anhuma reported: 

Rasulullah :said (ملسو هيلع هللا ىلص)

“It is obligatory upon a 

Muslim to listen (to the ruler) 

and obey whether he



likes it or not, except when 

he is ordered to do a sinful 

thing; in such case, there is 

no obligation to listen or to 

obey.”

(al-Bukhaari and Muslim)



The just leader according to 

Islam is one that consciously 

realizes their position as an 

amaanah and great 

responsibility. The higher the 

position, the greater the 

responsibility shouldered. 



Therefore, Allah Subhaanahu

Wata‘aala commands the 

Muslim ummah to obey their 

rulers, for they are actually 

carrying heavy burden in 

ensuring the wellbeing of the 

society and



nation. However, both the 

‘ulamaa’ and umaraa’ are a 

combination that cannot be 

separated. They are like two 

siblings that are in need of each 

other. It may appear that both 

are treading on two



separate paths, but in reality, 

they are both heading towards 

the same destination, having the 

same objectives. Along the 

journey, there may occur 

differences of opinion and



differences in explanation, but 

despite all that, in the end it 

leads to success that is balanced 

and all-rounded.

The partnership of both 

‘ulamaa’ and umaraa’ has long 

existed since the



coming of Islam to Tanah 

Melayu (Malaya). The ‘ulamaa’

fulfilled their role as the 

complement to the umaraa’, in 

which they both were successful 

in governing the nation with 

justice,



so the land was bestowed with 

barakah and the citizens blessed 

with rahmah.



A prosperous and just nation 

requires leaders that are 

intelligent, impartial, 

transparent, and having 

integrity. Islamic values such as 

bribe-free, respecting the 

knowledgeable ones,



expediting responsibilities to 

those qualified, ensuring there is 

honesty; all these must be 

translated into actions. 

‘Ulamaa’ along with their 

wisdom would fulfil their role 

as the



counterbalance, checking and 

ensuring that there would be no 

loopholes in the administrative 

affairs of the nation. Upholding 

the component of amaanah is of 

utmost priority always,



by admonishing evil acts and 

reminding that position and 

authority is an amaanah from 

Allah that will be scrutinized 

and held accountable on the 

Day of Resurrection.



Among the responsibilities of 

the ‘ulamaa’ is to determine 

religious rulings, interpreting 

the rules, and issuing fataawa. 

Erudite ‘ulamaa must be 

independent and free from



the influence of any particular 

group, not restricted to any 

entity, remains neutral and 

impartial, having high integrity, 

and demonstrating good 

exemplary to be



followed. Hence, both the 

‘ulamaa’ and umaraa’ assume 

the role of leadership. They 

determine the detailed agenda 

for the nation and its people. 

They govern the outlook of



organizations and chalk up the 

compositions of all institutions. 

The nation is decorated and 

administered by the leadership. 

The society reflects upon the 

traits and characteristics of



the leaders. If both ‘ulamaa’

and umaraa’ are united in one 

direction, one path, then unity is 

achieved within the ummah. On 

the contrary, if the ‘ulamaa’ and 

umaraa’ are at loggerheads, 

then



definitely the ummah will be 

divided.

Alhamdulillaah, we are truly 

grateful to Allah Subhaanahu

Wata‘aala that our Sultan as the 

umaraa’ has been one that 

always



emphasize on the progress and 

security of this state, especially 

in the efforts to uphold the 

nobility of Islam. For example, 

the efforts of da‘wah and 

Islamic education continue to 

expand



whether at the kindergarten 

level, KAFA courses, secondary, 

tertiary, and classes at mosques 

and suraus. The level of 

awareness of the Muslims in 

fulfilling their zakaat and



making waqf has tremendously 

increased year by year. All these 

are the fruits due to the concerns 

of the ‘ulamaa’ and umaraa’ in 

providing brilliant ideas for the 

sake of upholding Islam.



Referring to history, the 

implementation of criminal law 

according to the Sharee‘ah in 

this land goes back to the time 

of the Malacca Malay Sultanate 

whom accepted Islamic laws



as the law of the land. In 1952, 

the Sharee‘ah criminal law was 

introduced within the Islamic 

Religious Administration 

Enactment of Selangor, under 

the provisions of offenses,



even though it is not 

comprehensive. Such is the 

importance of the role of the 

Sultan in mu‘ammalah matters, 

known as the umaraa’.



To ensure that the nation is 

always secure and prosperous, 

the Muslims must unite in 

preserving the sanctity of Islam, 

and strengthening the 

brotherhood amongst



Muslims so that Islam becomes 

further strengthened and not 

easily duped by deviant 

teachings introduced by the 

enemies of Islam.



The cordial relations between 

the royal institution and the 

citizens should be further 

strengthened and protected so 

that the symbols of Islam will 

further soar high and the dignity 

of the



Muslims will be safeguarded, 

by the Will of Allah

Subhaanahu Wata‘aala. It is 

undeniable that only Muslim 

nations that maintains the 

monarchy system seems to have 

the



ability to protect the positive 

growth of Islamic symbols. It is 

due to the role of the royal 

institution that enables for the 

sanctity of Islam to be 

continuously safeguarded, and 

embraced through many



generations. In conjunction with 

the 69th anniversary of His 

Royal Highness Sultan of 

Selangor, we sincerely pray for 

our Sultan to be constantly 

strengthened with solid imaan

and taqwa,



and attaining the hidaayah of 

Allah Subhaanahu Wata‘aala at 

all time. May we all be granted 

always with a life that is blissful 

and peaceful with justice, 

prosperity, and wellbeing at all 

time.



After comprehending the actual 

meaning of Ulil Amri, let us 

fulfil our very duty and role, 

among them:

1- Abiding by the rules and laws 

determined by the authority that 

are in



accordance with the Sharee‘ah.

2- Having utmost respect for the 

Sultan and our leadership as 

leaders.

3- Always building unity that is 

further strengthened in



ensuring national security.

4- Avoiding matters that can 

cause division and enmity 

amongst us.

5- The Muslim ummah must 

always abide by the advices of 

the ‘ulamaa’ and umaraa’ that 

leads to goodness.



“The believing men and 

believing women are allies of 

one another. They enjoin what 

is right and forbid what is 

wrong and establish prayer 

and give zakaah and obey 

Allah and



His Messenger. Those - Allah 

will have mercy upon them. 

Indeed, Allah is Exalted in 

Might and Wise.”

(at-Tawbah 9:71)



َباَرَك هللاُ لِْي َوَلُكْم ِفى اْلقُْرآِن اْلَعِظْيِم َوَنَفَعِني 

َل  ْكِر اْلَحِكْيِم َوَتَقبَّ اُكْم ِبَما ِفْيِه ِمَن األَياِت َوالذِّ َوإِيَّ

ِميُع اْلَعلِْيمُ  ُه ُهَو السَّ أَقُْوُل . ِمنِّي َوِمْنُكْم ِتالَوَتُه إِنَّ

َقْولِْي َهَذا َوأَْسَتْغِفُر هللَا اْلَعِظْيَم لِْي َوَلُكْم َولَِساِئِر 

اْلُمْسلِِمْيَن َواْلُمْسلَِماِت َواْلُمْؤِمِنْيَن َواْلُمْؤِمَناِت 

األَْحَياِء ِمْنُهْم َواألَْمَوات َفاْسَتْغفُِرْوهُ 

ِحْيمُ  ُه ُهَو اْلَغفُْوُر الرَّ .إِنَّ



O Allah, you are the Lord that is All 

Mighty, we are grateful to You for 

having bestowed upon us rahmah

and ni‘mah, that we are able to 

continue the effort in empowering 

the Muslim ummah especially in 

Selangor, as an advanced state, 

prosperous, and providing welfare.



Hence, we sincerely beseech 

you, O Allah, strengthen our 

imaan, accept our deeds, 

strengthen our unity, increase 

our rizq, enrich us with 

beneficial knowledge, cultivate 

our soul with good 

mannerisms,



return us to the path that you 

are pleased with, protect us 

from disasters and your severe 

trials, so that our nation will 

become more peaceful and 

filled with blessings.



O Allah, we sincerely beseech 

you, strengthen our beliefs 

according to the creed of Ahlus 

Sunnah wal-Jamaa‘ah, and 

protect us from deeds and 

‘aqeedah that are astray such 

as the extreme Shee‘is, 

Qadiyani, and other ideologies.



O Allah, open up our hearts in 

fulfilling the five daily prayers, 

performing zakaat, and other 

obligations. Bless those that 

have fulfilled their zakaat and 

loving the fuqaraa’ and 

masaakin, and those that have



made waqf and gave up their 

wealth for the Tabung Amanah 

Pembangunan Islam Selangor

(Islamic Development Trust 

Fund of Selangor) with 

continuous reward until the 

Day of Judgment.



ILLUSTRASI OLEH :

UNIT TEKNOLOGI MAKLUMAT,

JABATAN AGAMA ISLAM SELANGOR

DISEDIAKAN OLEH :

UNIT KHUTBAH, BAHAGIAN PENGURUSAN MASJID

JABATAN AGAMA ISLAM SELANGOR


